
Typical beaver dam



Same site showing impact 
of  several months  
of  high water



Different site which 
resembles the 
degraded dam



Another site interpreted as 
an abandoned beaver dam



A stream in the 
parkland region, 
known to have  many 
beaver dams. 
Note the extreme 
meandering, oxbow 
lakes and relatively 
broad channel.



Same stream, about 3 
km upstream. Beaver 
dams were removed 
and the stream was 
straightened. 
These hay fields 
resemble many now 
found on streams.  
I feel that most non-
irrigated hay fields in 
the grassland region 
were once beaver 
dam complexes. 



Relict beaver ponds?



Southeast Alberta 
has two regions with 
suitable streams that 

could host beaver.



Make beaver your silent partners

• The first step in harvesting your rainfall is to stop removing the 
dams.  Try installing a pond leveller, or “beaver deceiver”.

• If you still think the beaver is a problem, remove the animal, 
but leave the dam.

• Beaver are naturally expanding their range back into the 
grassland.  A positive attitude toward them will show rapid 
benefits.



You might be thinking:
 

“We’ve got no trees!
Could beaver actually survive here?”

Let’s look at a couple of examples.



This is not most people’s idea of beaver habitat,



but look at what the little guys have created!





Beaver using only cattails 
for their food and dams.  
No shrubs for km.





Dry mixedgrass prairie 
with a chain of  beaver dams. 

Note the extensive  willows, 
buffaloberry & hawthorne.



So, YES, I believe it is possible for them to survive.



• They don’t take direction very well, 
although they can be influenced.

• They can be over-ambitious.

• They don’t have the patience to wait 
for willows to grow.

Disadvantages of Beaver



Possible Reintroduction
• Beaver have been reintroduced to streams          

where woody vegetation has disappeared.

• Willow and aspen branches must be provided          
for food and building materials.

Always check with AB Fish 
& Wildlife before you do 
anything rash! These 
helpful people can keep 
you out of trouble.

REMEMBER!



Select places that have standing water,
even when the stream stops flowing.



• Willow stems from a nearby stream can be planted 
along the shoreline.

• The willows may need to be protected from cattle.

• In as little as three years, the site will offer great 
habitat for a new beaver to colonize.

Give the Shrubs A Head Start



Get your cattle using the whole pasture
with salt and herding.



Off-stream water
lures the cattle away 

from the riparian area, 
giving shrubs 

a chance to grow.

Portable systems
can move 

with the cattle 
from field to field.

Sundog Solar



Once established, beaver will create their own habitat, 
as well as better grazing.



This could soon be a significant asset to the ranch,
as well as a wildlife oasis.



Lush growth about three years 
after beaver returned.



A well-managed stream, resistant to both flood and drought, 
with more water and forage for your cattle.





Droughts are a fact
of life.

 

Can your land benefit 
from harvesting

more rain?

If so,
beaver are willing

to lend
a helping hand.
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